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Heritage Open Days in Tyne and Wear 2014

South Tyneside
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CLEADON All Saints Church
Sunderland Road SR6 7UR

Built originally in 1866, dedicated in 1869. Chancel portraits of the crucified 
Lord and Risen Christ by Simon Hoare. Stained glass windows by Leonard 
Evetts. Chapter House recently completed. Award-winning gardens.

Open:  Sat 13 Sept: 10.00–16.00

CLEADON Cleadon Village Heritage Display
The Old School Room, All Saints Church, Sunderland Road SR6 7UR

Alongside other ‘green’ groups, Cleadon Environment Forum is organising 
a display on the natural heritage of Cleadon Village, including imagery of 
the pond, park and the war memorial and their plans for restoration and 
refurbishment.

Open: Sat 13 Sept: 13.00–17.00

JARROW Bede’s World – Meet the Curators
Church Bank NE32 3DY

Come along to Bede’s World to meet the curators on this very special 
behind-the-scenes tour of the Museum.

Open: Thurs 11 Sept: Tour 14.00–15.00

JARROW Christ Church, Jarrow Grange
Grange Road NE32 3JE

Landmark Victorian church in the centre of town linked with the Jarrow 
March and other local history. Church archives, local photos and Jarrow 
records will be on display.

Open: Sat 13 Sept: 10.00–16.00

JARROW Jarrow Salvation Army – Open Day
Monkton Road NE32 3AA

Visitors can learn about the history of the Salvation Army Corps in Jarrow, 
which was the 50th centre to be opened in 1878. As well as looking at 
the past history, visitors will be brought up to date with what the Salvation 
Army is doing now in the local community.

Open: Fri 12 Sept: 10.00–15.00
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JARROW Jarrow Town Hall Tour
Grange Road NE33 2RL

A tour of this interesting Town Hall which opened in 1902 and is 
remembered as the place from where the Jarrow Marchers left on their way 
to London in the 1936 ‘crusade for jobs.’ Also over the HODs weekend 
RIBA information boards will be on display providing information about this 
fascinating building, revealing hidden facts and architectural titbits.

Open: Sat 13 Sept: Tour 10.30–11.30

JARROW St Paul’s Church & Monastic Site
Church Bank NE32 5LP

Ancient church and monastic site, established AD 681. Once the home to 
Venerable Bede, St Paul’s is still a living Christian place of worship and study.

Open:  Thurs 11 Sept: 10.30–15.30 Fri 12 Sept: 10.30–15.30 
Sat 13 Sept: 10.30–15.30 Sun 14 Sept: 14.00–16.00

SOUTH SHIELDS Age UK – It’s our history
29 Beach Road NE33 2QU

Come and take a tour of Age UK South Tyneside, based in a former 
Georgian Town House constructed in 1826. You will also be able to take 
part in digital taster sessions focused on local history and demonstrations 
of physical activities from the past.

Open:  Thurs 11 Sept: 10.00–16.00, Digital Taster Sessions run hourly 
Fri 12 Sept: 10.00–16.00, Digital Taster Sessions run hourly

SOUTH SHIELDS Arbeia Roman Fort – The Glory of Rome; 
Arbeia’s Greatest Treasures
Baring Street NE33 2BB

The North East has produced some exceptional Roman finds that can be 
compared to some of the best-known ancient artefacts in the world. Join 
Arbeia’s keeper of archaeology to learn more about some of the objects 
and view a temporary exhibition that includes the spectacular Shield Boss 
which dates back to the early 2nd century AD and is on loan from the 
British Museum.

Open:  Thurs 11 Sept: Tours 11.00–11.45 & 14.00–14.45
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SOUTH SHIELDS ‘Auld Hands’ – a collection of artwork by 
Graham Hodgson
Creating Change (UK) Gallery, 85 Westoe Road NE33 4LU

Award-winning artist Graham Hodgson’s exhibition reflects a journey of 
discovery into the rich industrial heritage of the North East. ‘Auld Hands’ is 
an exploration and celebration of shipbuilding and the hard-working people 
associated with it. The Gallery will be open all day for drop-in. Along side the 
exhibition families can try free ‘arts tasters’ including introduction to mosaics, 
pastels and watercolours. Pre-booking is essential for the ‘art taster’ workshops.

Pre-book workshops by e-mail:  info@hawthornarts.com

Pre-book online:  www.eventbrite.co.uk

Open:  Sat 13 Sept: 10.00–16.00

SOUTH SHIELDS Local History Film Show at South 
Shields Central Library
Prince Georg Square NE33 2PE

The library will host the screening of a series of heritage films made by local 
film-maker Gary Wilkinson and introduced by Tom Kelly. The films are South 
Tyneside at War; Vanished; and Tyne Harbour.

Open:  Thurs 11 Sept: Screening 14.00–16.00

SOUTH SHIELDS Local History Film Show at The Customs 
House
Mill Dam NE33 1ES

Gary Wilkinson regularly makes films that reflect the history and heritage 
of South Tyneside. Four short films will be shown – Wildflower; Lizards; 
Designs for Life and The King, The Queen and The Punk. Tom Kelly provides 
an introduction to the films.

Pre-book online:  www.customshouse.co.uk

Open:  Fri 12 Sept: Screening 11.00–13.00

SOUTH SHIELDS Marine Park Heritage Walk
Meet at the Bandstand in South Marine Park NE33 2LD

The Friends of North and South Marine Parks will lead a walk through the 
Marine Parks. Dressed in period costume, the Friends will bring the heritage 
to life. Please wear suitable clothing and shoes.

Open:  Sat 13 Sept: Walk 11.00–12.00
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SOUTH SHIELDS North East Maritime Trust
Fishermen’s Workshops, 2/3 Wapping Street NE33 1LQ

Informal guided tours of fishermen’s workshops and the restoration of 
wooden historic vessels. Maritime heritage items on display.

Open:  Thurs 11 Sept: 10.00–16.00 Fri 12 Sept: 10.00–16.00 
Sat 13 Sept: 10.00–16.00

SOUTH SHIELDS Old Town Hall
Market Place, King Street NE33 1BH

This small building has a fascinating history and is opening especially for 
HODs. There will be a display by the Local History Society on the subject of 
South Shields churches to coincide with the 1400 anniversary of St Hilda. 
RIBA information boards will be on display providing information about this 
fascinating building, revealing hidden facts and architectural titbits.

Open: Fri 12 Sept: 10.00–15.00 Sat 13 Sept: 10.00–15.00

SOUTH SHIELDS One Trinity Green – Sustainability in 
Business
Eldon Street NE33 1SA

Take a tour of this award-winning sustainable business premises building, 
which will include a talk on the environmentally friendly elements of its 
construction and daily running.

Open:  Thurs 11 Sept: Tour 11.00–12.00    Fri 12 Sept: Tour 11.00–12.00

SOUTH SHIELDS South Shields Museum – Behind-the-
Scenes Tours of the Museum
South Shields Museum and Art Gallery, Ocean Road NE33 2JA

This is a rare opportunity to enjoy a guided tour by our experts around the 
Museum stores.

Open: Fri 12 Sept: Tours 11.00–12.00 & 14.00–15.00

SOUTH SHIELDS South Shields Town Hall Tour
Westoe Road NE33 2RL

A tour with the Mayor of South Tyneside of this ornate building, which is 
a stunning testament to craftsmanship with oak-panelled chambers and 
marble corridors. 

Open:  Thurs 11 Sept: Tours 14.00–15.00 & 15.00–16.00
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SOUTH SHIELDS South Shields Volunteer Life Brigade 
Watch House
South Pier, South Promenade NE33 2JZ

The HQ of the South Shields VLB which was formed in 1886 and is constructed 
entirely from wood. It houses a large collection of VLB memorabilia. The 
VLB is still fully operational today in its coastal search and rescue role.

Open:  Sun 14 Sept: 10.00–17.00

SOUTH SHIELDS St Hilda’s Church – St Hilda’s Experience
Market Place NE33 1AN

A celebration of the 1400 anniversary of the birth of St Hilda who founded 
the church. There will be a ‘living history’ event programme including 
woodturning, milling and musical instruments of the period, as well as 
actors taking the part of Hilda and her companions.

Open:  Sat 13 Sept: 11.00–15.00

SOUTH SHIELDS St Hilda’s Colliery
Nr St Hilda’s Industrial Estate, Station Road

2014 is the 175th anniversary of the Hilda’s pit disaster which killed 51 
people. As a consequence St Hilda’s played an important role in developing 
ventilation, lighting and safety in the mines. Local colliery banners, old 
photographs and information on local mining heritage will be on display.

Open:  Sat 13 Sept: 11.00–15.00

SOUTH SHIELDS The Customs House Tour
Mill Dam NE33 1ES

Enjoy a tour of The Customs 
House and learn the history of 
this incredible building which 
was established in 1848.

Open:   Fri 12 Sept:  
Tour 11.00–12.00
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SOUTH SHIELDS Westovian Theatre – Open Days
Pier Parade NE33 2JS

Originally an old seaside shelter, it was converted into a small community 
theatre in 1948. It was used by a number of societies until the Westovians 
took over the building in 1977. Internally, the original old cast iron columns 
and fretted iron arch spandrels give touches of visual delight and Victorian 
character. There is a raked 292-seat auditorium with plush red 1930s tip-up 
seats that are contained between a run of cast iron columns either side of 
the auditorium. The coffee bar will be open for refreshments.

Open:  Sat 13 Sept: 11.00–15.00 Sun 14 Sept: 11.00–15.00

WEST BOLDON St Nicholas Church
Rectory Bank NE36 0QQ

St Nicholas Church was founded in 1220 with strong evidence of Saxon 
origins. Many features of interest to view including stained glass windows 
and memorial tablets.

Open:  Fri 12 Sept: 10.00–16.00 Sat 13 Sept: 10.00–16.00

WEST BOLDON West Boldon Lodge Open Day
Newcastle Road, Boldon Colliery NE36 0BQ

The ‘Lodge’ houses an environmental education facility on a reclaimed 
industrial site promoting biodiversity. This is an opportunity to explore the 
varied habitats and try your hand at pond dipping and minibeast hunting. 
Craft activities also available.

Open:  Sat 13 Sept: 10.00–13.00

WHITBURN Whitburn Windmill
Mill Lane, Coast Road SR6 7BD

A unique chance to visit this stone tower windmill built in 1796 to replace 
an earlier wooden wind post mill that was blown down during a storm. 
Restored in 1992 with cap and sails (not a working mill).

Open: Sun 14 Sept: 14.00–16.00
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